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MEET KATE SINGER 
C a u m s e t t  D e s i g n e r  S h o w h o u s e

By Janet Barone, Caumsett Foundation President

Kate Singer and her husband, Scott, met in junior high school 
math class, remained friends through college, and reconnected 
when Kate moved back to New York and Scott was attending 
law school in Washington, D.C. After three years of weekend 
commutes, they were married in 1988. Scott moved back to 
New York serving as an assistant district attorney in Brooklyn 
while they enjoyed city life on the upper east side of Manhattan 
before moving out to Long Island. 
 
A scratch golfer, Scott is a trial attorney and partner at Vigorito, 
Barker, Patterson, Nichols & Porter. Kate has her own boutique 
design firm, Kate Singer Home, that was established in 2003 
after working at Baycrest Antiques & Design & EKB Interiors 
under the guidance of Eileen Kathryn Boyd. Kate’s work has been 
featured in many publications and design blogs, including Tradi-
tional Home, Woman’s Day, Architectural Digest, Better Homes 
& Gardens, and on LX-TV/NBC. 
 
The Singers raised their two girls, Chloe and Caroline, while liv-
ing in Centerport. They fell in love with Huntington Bay long ago 
and Kate always had her heart set on a historic home and moving 
to this incredibly beautiful enclave. Kate had been searching on 
and off for a few years when the opportunity came up last winter 

to purchase a converted carriage house on Bay 
Avenue surrounded by great friends who instantly 
became neighbors. They were thrilled and made the 
move – “the best decision we’ve ever made,” says 
Kate. She still marvels at the beauty of the landscape 
each time she walks or rides her bicycle through the 
area. “It’s such a beautiful way of life with a feeling 
of tranquility and peace that’s hard to describe.”
 
Although the Singers have only lived in Huntington 
Bay for a little over a year, they have been a part of 
the Huntington community and have spent much 
time there during the past three decades. They have 
also been active members of The Head of the Bay 
Club since 1998. In 2018, their daughter, Caroline, 
married her high school sweetheart, Corporal Tim-
othy Horne, there on a beautiful summer evening. 
The couple is now living in Okinawa, Japan, where 
Tim is serving in the Marines. The Singer’s older 
daughter, Chloe, is a dancer, actress, fitness, yoga, 
and dance instructor who lives in Manhattan.
 
When the Singers moved out of the City thirty 
years ago, Caumsett instantly became one of their 
favorite places. “Just the drive across the causeway 
takes my breath away every time,” remarks Kate. 
Kate kept her horse at Caumsett’s stables for years, 
often going to the barn before sunrise preparing 
for weekend riding competitions. She has so many 
wonderful memories galloping through the fields of 
the park and spending time with other horse lovers 
in one of the most picturesque and beautiful spots 
on the north shore of Long Island.
 
In 2018, Kate joined the board of the Caumsett 
Foundation after working with some of the other 
members since 2010 during the Winter Cottage 
Showhouse. The Caumsett Foundation is recognized 
throughout New York State as a model “friends 
group.” The Foundation works closely with the New 
York State Parks Department with the common goal 
of supporting and enhancing Caumsett State Historic 
Park Preserve. Formed by interested local citizens 
in 1997, every dollar donated goes directly towards 
ongoing restoration projects, educational, cultural, 
and environmental programs in the park.
 
As a board member, Kate immediately began using 
her design background to help with Caumsett 
Foundation projects by picking out finishes in the 
new classrooms and bathrooms as well as the soon 
to be opened café. Her current role as design chair 
of the restoration of the park’s Summer Cottage “is 
a dream come true project and opportunity for me,” 
says Kate. “I’m looking forward to enlisting some 
of my close friends and colleagues as this beautiful 

L-R: Caumsett Foundation Board Members, Bob Gannon (Garden Chair), Jordy Howard (Buildings Chair), Janet Barone (Foundation President), Kate Singer (Showhouse Design Chair), and 
Volunteer David Almeida (History Committee Member) in front of the Summer Cottage. Photo by Pam Setchell, Viewpoint Photography 
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structure is restored, and enjoyed, and appreciated again after all these years.” 
Fellow Huntington Bay residents invited to design rooms are Kim Radovich, 
Katharine Posillico-McGowan, and Jackie Higgins. Some of Kate’s responsibil-
ities have been hiring the architect, overseeing the construction, and planning 
the showhouse. Private foundations, local donors, a New York State grant, 
and the Caumsett Foundation together are funding this large $1 million-plus 
project. The Cottage is in extreme disrepair and without the current extensive 
restoration, will fall to the wrecking ball.
 
The Summer Cottage is a two-story brick, 5,300 square foot residence designed 
in the Colonial Revival style containing both Georgian and Federal-era detailing. 
When it was built in 1939, the estate was faced with the increased need to house 
guests and the numerous staff they traveled with. Construction was started and 
completed just months later with a “two-fold” design. One section was built as a 
normal house for the guest family, and a connected structure provided housing 
for domestic workers featuring smaller bedrooms and common bathrooms. The 
renowned Olmsted Brothers were hired to create the new landscaping and drew 
inspiration from the traditional landscapes of an English Country Manor. 
 
The Caumsett Designer Showhouse will be presented in the Summer Cot-
tage beginning in early October. The Foundation is in negotiations with more 
than twenty top interior designers and decorative artists from the New York 
metropolitan area who will transform the structure into a decorating master-
piece. The Cottage will be opened to the public for a period of six weeks with 
an opening party scheduled for Saturday, October 3. The Summer Cottage re-
mains one of the most architecturally significant historic buildings at Caumsett 
State Historic Park Preserve. 
 
It is Kate’s hope that the Huntington Bay community will join her in supporting 
the Caumsett Foundation’s work in preserving and protecting what is no doubt 
one of the jewels in the vast New York state parks system.
 
To find out more about the Showhouse, you can visit 
www.caumsettfoundation.org.
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