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Since 1997, Janet Bar-
one has lived in Lloyd 
Harbor with her hus-
band, John, and their 
two daughters. The two 
met 35 years ago, each 
working for a fami-
ly-owned business. The 
companies still operate 
today supplying auto-

mation equipment and aerospace components to many tri-state 
area companies. Janet chose to stay at home raising her girls and 
working with multiple charities. 

After moving to Lloyd Harbor, the Barone family immediately 
fell in love with Caumsett Park after moving the girl’s ponies 
to the Caumsett Equestrian Center. Both daughters graduated 
from Cold Spring Harbor High School and both then attended 
the University of Richmond. Their oldest daughter, Lauren, a 
Vice President at J.P. Morgan Chase Bank still boards her horses 
at Caumsett and competes on the hunter show circuit. She also 
manages the Caumsett Foundation’s Instagram social media plat-
form, growing its followers to over 5,000. Their younger daugh-
ter, Suzanne, is an executive in the pharmaceutical industry and 
lives in Manhattan with her husband, Michael Fuentes. Michael, 
the owner of Lloyd Point Capital Management, is the son of Sha-
ron and Dr. Candido Fuentes, also of Lloyd Harbor. He proposed 
to Suzanne on a color-filled fall day at Caumsett. 

Janet’s husband, John, also has a passion for Caumsett where 
he is their special event photographer and an advisory board 
member. His interest in local history fueled his desire to write 

a book about Caumsett after the 
Foundation’s history committee 
digitized thousands of images in 
their collection. John wanted this 
work to be shared with the public. In 
2016, Caumsett, The Marshall Field 
III, Gold Coast Estate was published. 
The book’s signing at Book Revue in 
Huntington had the largest atten-
dance of any local book release. 

Janet began her involvement in the 
Lloyd Harbor community as a chair 
of the Cultural Arts Committee at 
Lloyd Harbor School arranging for 
authors and artists-in-residence. 
She was a co-chair for the school’s 
“Comedy Night” fundraiser with 
profits going towards the resto-
ration of the Little Theater. Janet 
also was the President of North 
Shore Holiday House for two terms 

once in 2006-2007 and 
then again during it’s 
historic 100th birthday 
celebration in 2014-
2015. Currently, on 
the board of the Long 
Island Community 
Foundation, she enjoys 
being a part of the 
grants committee. 

After attending the 
Caumsett Founda-
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tion’s first annual benefit in the fall of 1998, Janet was asked by 
Foundation founder (and neighbor) Carol Swiggett to take a more 
active roll in the newly formed group. Swiggett had no idea of 
Janet’s experience with graphic design when she asked her to 
lead the journal committee. It was a coincidence, but a perfect 
fit. Carol has since moved to Arizona but remains as the Foun-
dation’s Honorary Chairman. Today, the Caumsett Foundation is 
recognized throughout New York as a model State park “friends 
group.” 

In the year 2000, Janet 
joined the Foundation’s 
board of directors, 
spending most of her 
time designing the 
first website. She has 
also held numerous 
positions within the 
organization with a 
focus on fundraising. 
She has helped the 
Foundation raise over 
$7,500,000 for projects 

such as the restoration of the historic Polo Stable and Dairy Farm 
complexes, a complete renovation of the Walled Garden, and the 
adaptive reuse of the existing classrooms. In 2010, Janet was one 
of two volunteers to work with a large team of NYS Park special-
ists charged with writing a Master Plan for the park. She was 
instrumental in adding the designation “Preserve” to Caumsett’s 
status, further protecting it as a passive use park. Janet has also 
been involved with two designer showhouses at Caumsett and is 
currently in the process of planning a third. 

In 2019, Janet became the Caumsett Foundation’s 
president and began to focus on the restoration of 
the park’s Summer Cottage with a goal of present-
ing it to the public as a designer showhouse. Her 
work includes fundraising for the project, hiring the 
architect, going over the plans, and overseeing the 
construction company’s work. Private foundations, 
local donors, a New York State grant and the Caum-
sett Foundation is funding this large $1 million-plus 
project. The cottage is in extreme disrepair and 
without the current extensive restoration, would fall 
to the wrecking ball.

The Summer Cottage is a two-story brick 5,300 
square foot residence designed in the Colonial 

Revival style containing both Georgian and Federal-era detailing. 
It was designed by Holden, McLaughlin, and Associates of New 
York City and completed in 1939. It features a low-pitch hip roof 
with modillion cornice, a central doorway with pilasters and a 
half-round fanlight, and regularly spaced windows containing 
multi-light double-hung sash. The roof is covered with standard 
thickness slates; a wooden balustrade originally extended along 
the perimeter but has since been removed due to safety concerns. 
The exterior walls are clad in red brick laid in common bond.

The Caumsett Designer Showhouse will be presented in the 
Summer Cottage beginning in early October. The Foundation has 
made arrangements with more than twenty top interior design-
ers and decorative artists from the New York metropolitan area 
who will transform the structure into a decorating masterpiece. 
The cottage will be opened to the public for a period of six weeks 
with an opening party scheduled for Saturday, October 3. The 
Summer Cottage remains one of the last major historic buildings 
at Caumsett State Historic Park Preserve. When the showhouse 
is complete, it will be ready to generate rental income along with 
the Engineers and Winter Cottages. This income will help to 
maintain these and other buildings throughout the park.

It is Janet’s hope that the Lloyd Harbor community will join her 
in supporting the Caumsett Foundation’s work in preserving and 
protecting what is no doubt one of the jewels in the vast New 
York state parks system.

To find out more about the showhouse, you can visit 
www.caumsettshowhouse.com.
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